The ophthalmic artery: a new variant involving two branches from the supracavernous internal carotid artery.
We report an extremely rare, double ophthalmic artery configuration. We present 2D- and 3D-angiographic features of an anomalous origin of the ophthalmic artery. The double ophthalmic artery was the result of the persistence of the primitive dorsal ophthalmic artery combined with the presence of a second orbital artery originating from the supracavernous internal carotid artery, passing through the superior orbital fissure and into the orbit to furnish the muscular, lacrimal and ethmoidal arteries and the medial long posterior ciliary artery. A heretofore undocumented instance of ophthalmic artery duplication is presented. Knowledge of such variations is important for the planning of endovascular treatments and the comprehension of unusual angiographic images. Such fine arterial variants may very well be frequent, but difficult to demonstrate on simple 2D angiographies. Multiplanar reconstructions of 3D angiography data make it possible to diagnose rare, but embryologically predictable arterial variants.